
 

 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
 

Cox Automotive Forecast: New-Vehicle Sales Pace Holds Strong Through First 
Half of 2026 Despite Continued Economic and Policy Uncertainty 

 

• The June new-vehicle sales pace is expected to finish near 16.1 million, mostly 

unchanged from the pace in May and up from last June’s pace of 15.8 million. 

• Sales volume is expected to rise to 1.34 million units, up 4.2% from last year but 

lower by 9.7% compared to May.  

• GM remains the first-half leader despite, as Toyota gains share and closes the gap. 

 
ATLANTA, June 24, 2026 – The June SAAR is expected to finish near 16.1 million, roughly in line with 
March, April and May—an unusual period of consistency given recent volatility and high energy prices. 
June sales volume, forecast at 1.34 million units, will show a gain compared to June 2025, but a decline 
from May. June has 25 selling days, one more than last year and one less than last month.  
 
With healthy June sales, second-quarter volume is forecast to finish above the weather-impacted first 
quarter. Even so, total new-vehicle sales in the first half of 2026 are tracking 3.6% lower year over year.  
 
Despite continued economic and policy uncertainty, the new-vehicle market has proven to be relatively 
resilient in 2026. Recent geopolitical tension and higher gas prices have had limited impact on demand, 
with shoppers largely holding steady. After a volatile stretch earlier in the year driven by weather and 
policy shifts, the monthly sales pace has largely stabilized. 
 
Affordability remains a central constraint, increasingly shaped by broader household finances rather 
than vehicle prices alone. Elevated interest rates, higher costs for essentials, and tighter budgets are 
limiting purchasing power across income levels. Even so, strong equity markets and accumulated 
household wealth are helping support demand. Assuming no major policy shocks, the new-vehicle 
market in 2026 is expected to continue fluctuating in the high-15 to low-16 million range. The Cox 
Automotive full year forecast remains unchanged at 15.8 million, a decline of 2.9% from 2025. 
 
“Although there is a tremendous amount of economic and policy uncertainty these days, the new-
vehicle market seems to be relatively unfazed. Thus far, vehicle buyers have shrugged off the latest 
shock – the Iran War and higher gas prices – as new-vehicle sales have been fairly stable the last few 
months,” said Cox Automotive Senior Economist Charlie Chesbrough. 
 
June 2026 New-Vehicle Sales Forecast  

  Sales Forecast Market Share  
Segment June-25 May-26 June-26 YOY% MOM% June-25 June-26 MOM  

Mid-Size Car 59,557 77,349 70,000 17.5% -9.5% 4.6% 5.2% 0.6%  
Compact Car 91,268 112,960 100,000 9.6% -11.5% 7.1% 7.5% 0.4%  

Compact SUV/Crossover 216,227 247,637 225,000 4.1% -9.1% 16.9% 16.9% 0.0%  
Full-Size Pickup Truck 187,539 202,077 185,000 -1.4% -8.5% 13.9% 13.9% -0.8%  

Mid-Size SUV/Crossover 200,315 253,855 230,000 14.8% -9.4% 17.3% 17.2% 1.6%  
Other Segments 525,940 584,618 525,000 -0.2% -10.2% 39.0% 39.3% -1.7%  

Grand Total 1,280,846 1,478,496 1,335,000 4.2% -9.7%        
Cox Automotive Economic and Industry Insights Estimates 

https://www.coxautoinc.com/author/charliechesbrough/
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First Half Sales Lower Compared to 2025 
General Motors remains the volume leader through the first half of 2026, but its top spot is under 
pressure. The automaker is expected to finish the second quarter with just under 705,000 vehicles sold, 
down 5.1% year over year; first-half sales are tracking 7.2% lower. All GM brands are posting declines, 
led by Buick and Cadillac, each down more than 20% for the first half, resulting in a modest loss of 
market share. 
 
Toyota momentum continues, and the company is emerging as a challenger for the top spot. Second-
quarter sales are expected to rise 18.8% from the first quarter—well ahead of the broader market—
fueled by strong demand for redesigned products and broad hybrid offerings. This growth is helping 
Toyota expand, narrowing the gap with GM to less than 100,000 units and setting up a potential shift in 
leadership by year-end if trends hold. 
 
Elsewhere, performance across automakers is mixed. Hyundai Motor Group continues to deliver steady 
gains, with first-half share increasing by 0.7 percentage points. Stellantis sales have also rebounded, 
with volume up 4.8% and market share improving after several years of decline. In contrast, Cox 
Automotive sales estimates suggest Ford is facing a challenging year, with first-half sales expected to 
fall 10.3%, while Tesla is also under pressure, with volumes down 14.6% amid intensifying competition 
and fewer products to sell.  
 
Q2 2026 New-Vehicle Sales Forecast 

 Q2 Sales Forecast First Half Forecast 

OEM Q2 2025 Q1 2026 Q2 2026 YoY% QoQ% H1 2025 H1 2026 YoY% 

GM 742,177 624,299 704,628 -5.1% 12.9% 1,432,516 1,328,927 -7.2% 

Toyota 666,468 569,418 676,254 1.5% 18.8% 1,236,737 1,245,672 0.7% 

Ford 609,160 454,984 538,868 -11.5% 18.4% 1,107,640 993,852 -10.3% 

Hyundai 473,238 430,720 490,153 3.6% 13.8% 893,150 920,873 3.1% 

Honda 387,574 336,830 420,068 8.4% 24.7% 739,151 756,898 2.4% 

Stellantis 305,669 302,723 322,943 5.7% 6.7% 596,858 625,666 4.8% 

Nissan 243,557 273,948 258,228 6.0% -5.7% 542,279 532,176 -1.9% 

Subaru 154,818 141,944 162,097 4.7% 14.2% 321,775 304,041 -5.5% 

VW 133,017 122,598 144,493 8.6% 17.9% 285,416 267,091 -6.4% 

Tesla 143,535 117,300 114,629 -20.1% -2.3% 271,635 231,929 -14.6% 

Mazda 99,982 94,472 102,988 3.0% 9.0% 210,298 197,460 -6.1% 

Mercedes 98,500 90,492 106,358 8.0% 17.5% 193,091 196,850 1.9% 

BMW 82,700 78,496 83,697 1.2% 6.6% 157,800 162,193 2.8% 

Others 72,311 59,347 67,103 -7.2% 13.1% 147,988 126,450 -14.6% 

NATION 4,212,706 3,697,571 4,192,509 -0.5% 13.4% 8,136,334 7,890,080 -3.0% 

Cox Automotive Economic and Industry Insights Estimates 

 
Cox Automotive Full-Year Forecast Remains Mostly Unchanged 
Cox Automotive’s outlook for the 2026 new-vehicle market remains largely consistent with expectations 
set at the start of the year, reflecting a fundamentally steady environment despite unfavorable 
economic headwinds. The full-year new-vehicle sales pace is forecast to be 15.8 million units, a 2.9% 
decline from 2025. However, that decline is more a function of last year’s stronger-than-expected 
performance, rather than a meaningful deterioration in demand in 2026. Retail sales are projected to 
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reach 12.9 million units, slightly lower than the Q1 forecast update, while fleet sales are expected to 
total 2.9 million units, down modestly year over year but improved from Q1 estimate. 
 
The broader economic backdrop continues to present mixed signals, but not enough to materially alter 
the sales outlook. Inflationary pressures tied to energy costs and ongoing affordability challenges have 
weighed on consumer sentiment. Even with elevated interest rates and cautious consumers, the new-
vehicle market has remained resilient. 
 
“While some of the year-over-year comparisons look softer, our overall outlook for the new-vehicle 
market in 2026 hasn’t changed in a meaningful way since January,” said Cox Automotive Chief 
Economist Jeremy Robb. “Last year’s stronger performance set a high benchmark, but demand 
remains resilient. As inflation pressures begin to ease and the Fed stays focused on supporting 
economic stability, we believe the industry is positioned to maintain a steady sales environment through 
the remainder of 2026.” 
 
For a deep dive into first-half market performance, watch the Cox Automotive 2026 Mid-Year Review.  
 
About Cox Automotive  
Cox Automotive is the world’s largest automotive services and technology provider. Fueled by the 
largest breadth of first- and third-party data fed by 2.3 billion online interactions a year, Cox Automotive 
tailors leading solutions for car shoppers, auto manufacturers, dealers, lenders and fleets. The 
company has 29,000+ employees on five continents and a portfolio of industry-leading brands that 
include Autotrader®, Kelley Blue Book®, Manheim®, vAuto®, Dealertrack®, NextGear Capital™, 
CentralDispatch® and Cox Fleet®. Cox Automotive is a subsidiary of Cox Enterprises Inc., a privately 
owned, Atlanta-based company with $23 billion in annual revenue. Cox Automotive has been included 
on Glassdoor’s Best Companies in Tech & AI 2026 and Best Place to Work in 2026 lists. 
Visit coxautoinc.com or connect via @CoxAutomotive on X, CoxAutoInc on Facebook or Cox-
Automotive-Inc on LinkedIn.  
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Mark Schirmer           
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mark.schirmer@coxautoinc.com   
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