
	

	 	 	
	

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Cox Automotive Raises Full-Year New-Vehicle Sales Forecast; September Sales 
Expected to Increase 6.5% Year Over Year, as Asian Brands Gain Share  

 
• September’s new-vehicle sales pace is expected to finish near 16.3 million, down from 

last year’s 16.6 million level and from August’s 16.8 million pace.  

• Q3 sales volume is expected to reach 4.12 million, down from Q2 and a year ago. 
However, Cox Automotive is adjusting its full-year forecast to 16.1 million new-vehicle 
sales, up from 15.8 million, as new-vehicle demand remains resilient. 

• Asian brands continue to gain share while the Detroit 3 are forecast to finish the 
quarter with the lowest share on record. 

 
ATLANTA, Sept. 24, 2026 – September new-vehicle sales are expected to finish slightly below 
August levels but remain on the strong trajectory seen for most of the year. The seasonally adjusted 
annual rate, or SAAR, is expected to finish near 16.3 million, down from last September’s 16.6 
million rate and down from August’s surprisingly strong 16.8 million pace.  
 
September sales volume is expected to increase 6.5% from a year ago but decline 2.7% from 
August. Seasonal factors make month-to-month comparisons challenging. September has 25 selling 
days, one more than a year ago but one fewer than August. Comparisons are also affected by Labor 
Day timing, as the holiday was in September this year after being included in August sales last year. 
 
According to Charlie Chesbrough, senior economist at Cox Automotive: “September new-vehicle 
sales should maintain the path the market has been on since March, which is a low-mid 16 million 
pace. Strong fleet sales, wealthier vehicle buyers, and more access to credit are all keeping this 
market relatively strong in the face of many headwinds. High inflation and historically low consumer 
confidence have not discouraged buyers as much as might be expected. New-vehicle buyers today 
are more affluent, so they may not be as impacted by inflationary pressures as other consumers.” 
 
September 2026 New-Vehicle Sales Forecast 

  Sales Forecast1 Market Share  
Segment Sept-26 Sept-25 Aug-26 YOY% MOM% Sept-26 Aug-26 MOM  

Compact SUV/Crossover 230,000 233,351 234,842 -1.4% -2.1% 17.0% 16.9% 0.1%  
Mid-Size SUV/Crossover 230,000 206,975 237,746 11.1% -3.3% 17.0% 17.1% -0.1%  

Full-Size Pickup Truck 190,000 177,007 197,226 7.3% -3.7% 14.1% 14.2% -0.1%  
Subcompact SUV/Crossover 128,000 95,789 131,002 33.6% -2.3% 9.5% 9.4% 0.0%  

Compact Car 100,000 84,259 102,028 18.7% -2.0% 7.4% 7.4% 0.1%  
Mid-Size Car 65,000 54,725 65,738 18.8% -1.1% 4.8% 4.7% 0.1%  

Other Segments 407,000 415,988 418,639 -2.2% -2.8% 30.1% 30.2% 0.0%  
Grand Total 1,350,000 1,268,094 1,387,221 6.5% -2.7%        

1 Cox Automotive Industry Insights Data 
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	Q3 and Year-to-Date 2026 New-Vehicle Sales Forecast 
General Motors is expected to remain the top-selling automaker in both the third quarter and year to 
date, although its sales and market share have softened compared with a year ago, reflecting 
broader challenges across its lineup. Toyota is forecast to post year-over-year growth in Q3 and 
continues to close the gap with GM, aided by gains in market share despite ongoing supply 
constraints for key models. Hyundai Motor Group is also expected to deliver another strong quarter, 
with sales rising from both a year ago and the prior quarter and ahead of Ford Motor Company. 
 
Q3 2026 New-Vehicle Sales Forecast 

 Q3 Sales Forecast1 YTD Sales Forecast Market Share 

OEM Q3 2026 Q2 2026 Q3 2025 QOQ% YOY% YTD 2026 YTD 2025 % 
Change 

YTD 
2026 YTD 2025 

GM 671,706 711,175 708,360 -5.5% -5.2% 2,007,180 2,140,876 -6.2% 16.7% 17.4% 

Toyota 642,707 673,971 629,135 -4.6% 2.2% 1,886,096 1,865,872 1.1% 15.6% 15.2% 

Ford 504,172 545,978 542,983 -7.7% -7.1% 1,505,134 1,650,623 -8.8% 12.5% 13.4% 

Hyundai 511,421 489,663 480,174 4.4% 6.5% 1,431,804 1,373,324 4.3% 11.9% 11.2% 

Honda 402,580 420,089 358,848 -4.2% 12.2% 1,159,499 1,097,999 5.6% 9.6% 8.9% 

Stellantis 317,330 324,299 321,524 -2.1% -1.3% 944,352 918,382 2.8% 7.8% 7.5% 

Nissan-Mitsu 245,973 265,868 243,024 -7.5% 1.2% 785,789 785,303 0.1% 6.5% 6.4% 

Subaru 173,329 165,390 161,262 4.8% 7.5% 480,663 483,037 -0.5% 4.0% 3.9% 

VW 143,112 146,362 158,141 -2.2% -9.5% 412,072 443,557 -7.1% 3.4% 3.6% 

Tesla 123,880 124,800 179,525 -0.7% -31.0% 365,980 451,160 -18.9% 3.0% 3.7% 

Mazda 109,988 107,361 109,366 2.4% 0.6% 311,821 319,664 -2.5% 2.6% 2.6% 

BMW 106,521 110,169 104,155 -3.3% 2.3% 307,182 297,246 3.3% 2.5% 2.4% 

Mercedes 91,588 84,498 83,000 8.4% 10.3% 254,582 240,800 5.7% 2.1% 2.0% 

Other 71,899 71,659 64,823 0.3% 10.9% 202,905 212,811 -4.7% 1.7% 1.7% 

NATION 4,116,206 4,241,282 4,144,320 -2.9% -0.7% 12,055,059 12,280,654 -1.8% 100.0% 100.0% 
1Cox Automotive Industry Insights data 
 
“The broader market story continues to be the growing and mostly on the strength of Asian 
automakers,” noted Chesbrough. “Asian brands are expected to account for more than half of U.S. 
new-vehicle sales for a second consecutive quarter, approaching record-high market share levels. At 
the same time, brands from the traditional Detroit 3 are forecast to fall to just over 36% market share, 
the lowest level on record. With consumers continuing to migrate toward hybrid vehicles and 
passenger cars, segments where Asian manufacturers maintain significant advantages, the shift in 
market share is expected to continue through the remainder of the year.” 
 
Full-Year 2026 Sales Forecasts 
Cox Automotive has raised its full-year 2026 new-vehicle sales forecast to 16.1 million units from 
15.8 million, reflecting a market that has proven more resilient than expected despite higher fuel 
prices, elevated interest rates and ongoing economic uncertainty. Strong summer sales 
performance, improving credit availability and sustained consumer demand prompted the upward 
revision.  
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	Forecasts for both new retail sales and fleet sales were increased, with retail now expected to reach 
13.1 million units and fleet projected at 3 million units. While leasing activity remains under pressure 
from the loss of the federal EV tax credit, lease volume is forecast at 3 million units, and lease 
penetration has been lowered to 23%. 
 
In the used-vehicle market, Cox Automotive expects 20.5 million used retail sales and 38.5 million 
total used-vehicle sales in 2026, while pre-owned sales are forecast at 2.6 million units. The 2026 
forecast for retail sales and total sales has been increased, but total used-vehicle sales in 2026 are 
still forecast to finish slightly below 2025 levels. 
 
“The biggest change in this update is that we have more confidence in demand than we did three 
months ago,” said Jeremy Robb, chief economist at Cox Automotive. “The market has consistently 
outperformed expectations despite higher fuel prices, elevated interest rates and softer consumer 
sentiment. As a result, we raised our full-year sales forecast and increased our outlook for both retail 
and fleet sales. While affordability challenges remain and the industry is still adjusting to the loss of 
federal EV incentives, vehicle demand has proven remarkably durable heading into the fourth 
quarter.” 
 
About Cox Automotive 
Cox Automotive is the world’s largest automotive services and technology provider. Fueled by the 
largest breadth of first- and third-party data fed by 2.3 billion online interactions a year, Cox 
Automotive tailors leading solutions for car shoppers, auto manufacturers, dealers, lenders and 
fleets. The company has 29,000+ employees on four continents and a portfolio of industry-leading 
brands that include Autotrader®, Kelley Blue Book®, Manheim®, vAuto®, Dealertrack®, NextGear 
Capital™, CentralDispatch® and Cox Fleet®. Cox Automotive is a subsidiary of Cox Enterprises Inc., 
a privately owned, Atlanta-based company with $23 billion in annual revenue. Cox Automotive has 
been included on Glassdoor’s Best Companies in Tech & AI 2026 and Best Place to Work in 2026 
lists. Visit coxautoinc.com or connect via @CoxAutomotive on X, CoxAutoInc on Facebook or Cox-
Automotive-Inc on LinkedIn. 
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